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GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS FREE AREAS REPEAL BILL 2015 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.35 pm]: Earlier this week and last week I made a very long speech to 
Parliament about a very important subject. After I had spoken, the member for Agricultural Region 
Hon Paul Brown in his very short speech alluded to the cost to Parliament of the speech that I had made. Sadly, 
he continued with those remarks on social media and, I believe, in a verbal interview. I wanted to respond to 
those remarks because today I have been fielding phone calls from journalists who have been asking me to 
respond to the fact that I had wasted $160 000 of taxpayers’ money by making a speech to the 
Western Australian Parliament. These remarks are highly exaggerated, untrue, very unfair and need to be 
corrected. My job is to be here and debate important issues that affect my electorate in the best capacity that 
I can. It was a long speech. It took hundreds of hours of research and consultation with all sectors of the 
community and it was important to me to have those remarks put on the record. The honourable member is, in 
my view, inciting a community reaction that is unwarranted and does not reflect at all well on the Parliament of 
Western Australia. Parliament is scheduled and budgeted for each year regardless of how long a piece of 
legislation takes to pass and how long a member speaks about any particular subject. The member, in my view, 
is scraping the bottom of the barrel with his ill-conceived and fallacious remarks. I proudly represent my 
electorate and will work hard to express the views of all voters within it. I wonder what benefit the member saw 
when making such comments. 
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